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President's Message & 2021 Summer Newsletter 

September 2, 2021 

Dear AUSA Monmouth Chapter Members and Community Partners, 

 Greetings and best wishes to you and your families. I hope that you have all had at least a little time to slow down 

and enjoy the summer at the Jersey Shore or wherever you are located. 

You will be pleased to hear that our chapter has been able to get back in the business of supporting Soldiers, 

Veterans, and family members in a live and in-person way as opposed to the virtual environment that we have had to 

endure for so many months since the beginning of the COVID-19 Pandemic. Our two biggest recent events both took 

place in June. First, we celebrated the Army’s 246th birthday with a dinner at the Molly Pitcher Inn in Red Bank. As part of 

that event, we awarded $4,500 in scholarships to JROTC graduating students from several local high schools. We also 
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awarded a beautiful plaque to SSG David J Zuilkowski who was selected as the Recruiter of the Year within the US Army 

Recruiting Company-Central Jersey located in Tinton Falls. And we made a special presentation from the chapter, the 

Student Volunteer Award, to Mr Richard Wallace II in recognition of his outstanding support to AUSA during his entire high 

school career. 

           Later in June, we were honored by the Monmouth Regional Chamber of Commerce (MRCC) at their annual golf 

outing at the Bella Vista Country Club in Marlboro. It was a wonderful tribute to our past president, COL (Retired) Samuel 

Fuoco, who tragically died from COVID-19 complications in April 2020. I was honored to be the guest speaker at the event, 

which provided a great opportunity for me to speak about COL Sam and also about our terrific chapter. The other 

outstanding part of this event is that the MRCC donated $7,500 to our chapter’s future JROTC Scholarship Program in 

honor of COL Sam. Just wonderful!  

          Our chapter is also proud to announce our newest Service Dog and Veteran, “Zildjian” and John. Our amazing 

members, community partners and especially the Colts Neck Lions Club (Monmouth Chapter Community Partner) have 

made this special pairing and training possible. Special thanks to our breeder, Desiree Bill of Marsh Land Labs, LLC in 

Berlin, NJ and our trainer and community partner, Rob Hanlon, Hanlon K-9 (Monmouth Chapter Community Partner) in 

Toms River, NJ. 

          Please see our attached 2021 Summer Newsletter published by Mr Charles Seal, AUSA 
Monmouth Chapter Newsletter Editor and Ms Alyssa Smorra, Graphic Designer with Solaire Creative 
(Monmouth Chapter Community Partner) in Red Bank. In it you will see write-ups, with pictures, of the 
above mentioned events plus a lot more.  

          We participated in other community events this summer and we have some major events planned in the near future. 

We will support the annual Run for the Fallen and the LT Dennis W. Zilinski II Memorial Fund (Monmouth Chapter 

Community Partner) dinner in September. We are planning a Comedy Night in late October to support our Service Dog 

Initiative, and of course we will be holding our annual Gingerbread Ball and Gingerbread House Competition on Saturday, 

December 4th at the Ocean Place Resort & Spa (Monmouth Chapter Community Partner) in Long Branch. You will be 

hearing more about each of these events in the near future so monitor your emails, and visit our Monmouth 
Chapter Website and our Facebook Page.   

          We need your help! We certainly appreciate the financial support provided by our sponsors and community partners 

and look forward to your continued support. We also need volunteers to help plan and execute our various fundraising 

events throughout the year. The needs are great, and the workers are few! Please feel free to contact me if you think you 

can help. I promise to take it easy on you! 

  

Best Regards, 
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Ed Thomas 
President 
AUSA Monmouth Chapter 
ect0203@gmail.com 
732-829-1460 
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